
STEVE MILLER: 9LN��\RXU�VKRZ�UHDOO\�DIIHFWHG�PH��$V�D�IUHTXHQW�YLVLWRU�RI�5LR��LW�ZDV�GLVWUHVVLQJ�WR�UHDG�

DERXW�WKH�ÀUH�DW�WKH�1DWLRQDO�0XVHXP��7KRXJK��,�ZDV�WRXFKHG�E\�\RXU�UHVSRQVH�WR�FUHDWH�QHZ�DUW�IURP�

WKH�DVKHV�RI�WKH�PXVHXP�+RZ�GLG�WKLV�LGHD�FRPH�WR�\RX" VIK MUNIZ: 7KDQN�\RX��ZH
UH�JRLQJ�WKURXJK�

D�SHULRG�RI�FXOWXUDO�XQUHVW�LQ�%UD]LO�ULJKW�QRZ��-XVW�ZKHQ�\RX·UH�WU\LQJ�WR�ZRUN�VR�KDUG�WR�HPSKDVL]H�WKH�

UROH� RI� D� KHDOWK\� FXOWXUDO� SROLF\� E\� WKH� JRYHUQPHQW� DQG� \RX·UH� UHDOO\� DFWLYHO\� WKLQNLQJ� DERXW� WKHVH�

WKLQJV��WKHQ�\RX�JHW�VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH�WKH�ÀUH���LW
V�OLNH���*RG���LW
V�VR�GLVKHDUWHQLQJ��\RX�NQRZ"�,W·V�UHDOO\�

QRW�ZKDW�ZH�QHHGHG��,W·V�OLNH��ZKDW
V�QH[W"��7KH�1DWLRQDO�/LEUDU\�RU�WKH��1DWLRQDO�0XVHXP�RI�$UW"�,�WRRN�

LW�YHU\��YHU\�EDGO\��,�WDNH�P\�FKLOGUHQ�WKHUH��7KLV�ZDV�WKH�RQO\�SODFH�LQ�5LR�WKDW�\RX�KDG�DOO�WKH�ZRQGHU��

,W�ZDV�ZKLPVLFDO��<RX�KDG�PXPPLHV��\RX�KDG�(J\SWLDQ�6DUFRSKDJL��\RX�KDG�IRVVLOV��\RX�KDG�RQH�RI�

WKH�ODUJHVW�HQWRPRORJ\�FROOHFWLRQV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��7KH�ÀUHÀJKWHUV�DUULYHG�LQ�WLPH�DQG�FORVHG�WKH�DUHDV�

affected to allow the desperate workers to salvage whatever they could but when they found that there 

was no water in the building, they were forced to evacuate it entirely and try to extinguish it from the 

outside. The process took longer and caused a lot of water damage as well, hence so much destruc-

WLRQ��,W�ZDV�D�PDVVLYH�ÀUH��$OO�WKH�ÁRRUV�FROODSVHG���,W�ZDV�D���WK�FHQWXU\�VWUXFWXUH�WKDW�ZDV�KRPH�RI�

WKH�UR\DO�IDPLO\�VLQFH�������3HGUR�6HJXQGR�WKH�ODVW�HPSHURU�DPDVVHG�D�YDVW�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�FXULRVLWLHV�

ranging from fossils, minerals and insects to Egyptian relics and indigenous artifacts. His fondness for 

FXOWXUDO�DIIDLUV�OHG�KLP�WR�EXLOG�WKH�1DWLRQDO�/LEUDU\��WKH�0XQLFLSDO�7KHDWHU�DQG�WKH�)LQH�$UWV�0XVHXP��

7KH�0XVHX�1DFLRQDO� FROOHFWLRQ�ZDV� WKH� FRUH�RI� KLV� VFLHQWLÀF�SXUVXLWV��+H� OHIW� WKH�SDODFH�DQG�ZDV�

forced into exile and the republicans turned the property and its collection into a public venue. The 

museum incorporated a great number of collections and donations through the years and it had over 

���PLOOLRQ�LWHPV��$OWKRXJK�WKH�QHZV�FRYHUDJH�LQWHUHVWHG�PH��LW�ZDV�WKH�SHUVRQDO�DFFRXQWV�RI�WKH�WUDJ-

edy that caught my attention. Everybody who spoke about it spoke in a very personal way as if it was 

WKHLU�PXVHXP��,W�ZDV�PRUH�WKDQ�D�ÀUH�IRU�SHRSOH��,W�ZDV�WKH�GHVWUXFWLRQ�RI�VRPHWKLQJ�TXLWH�ZKLPVLFDO�

and beautiful in their lives, I strangely shared those feelings and that motivated me to work on the 

VXEMHFW��,�MXVW�ZDQWHG�WR�EULQJ�D�OLWWOH�ELW�RI�WKDW�EDFN��WKDW�ZRQGHU��STEVE: If I understand correctly, you 

ORFDWHG�IURP�SKRWRJUDSKV��WKH�REMHFWV��WKDW�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�LQ�WKH�H[DFW�ORFDWLRQ�ZKHUH�\RX�FROOHFWHG�

WKH�DVKHV��GLG�,�JHW�WKDW�ULJKW" VIK: 1RW�H[DFWO\��,·OO�WHOO�\RX�WKH�ZKROH�VWRU\��RND\"�STEVE: Okay. VIK: I 

ZDV�RXW�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\�DQG�FDOOHG�)DELR�ZKR�ZRUNHG�IRU�PH��,�VDLG���/LVWHQ��PDQ��ZH
YH�JRW�WR�GR�VRPH-

WKLQJ�DERXW�LW��%HFDXVH��ZH�VLPSO\�KDYH�WR�VKRZ�KRZ�ZH�FDQ�KHOS��$QG�WKHQ��LQ�WKH�GD\V�WKDW�IROORZHG��

ZH�FDPH�EDFN�WR�%UD]LO��)DELR�WULHG�WR�PDNH�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�ZRUNHG�DW�WKH�PXVHXP��EXW�

everything was up in the air. They gave us all the contacts of the people who were working directly with 

WKH�UHVFXH�WHDP��:H�FDOOHG�WKHP�DQG�WKH\�VDLG���<RX�ZDQW�WR�FRPH�DQG�VHH�LW"��6R�ZH�ZHQW��:H�PDGH�

D�IHZ�YLVLWV��:KDW�WKH\�DUH�GRLQJ�WKHUH�LV�IDVFLQDWLQJ��7KH\
UH�GRLQJ�D�0HWD�$UFKHRORJ\��7KH\�KDYH�

professional archeologists doing archeology in a place that was supposed to display archeology. So 

WKH\
UH� WU\LQJ� WR� ÀQG� WKLQJV� WKDW�ZHUH� IRXQG� HOVHZKHUH�� (J\SWLDQ� WKLQJV�� 7KLQJV� IURP�3RPSHLL�� ,W
V�

TXLWH���LW
V�DPD]LQJ��7KH\
UH�WU\LQJ�WR�XQFRYHU�KLVWRU\�WKDW�KDG�DOUHDG\���EHFRPH�KLVWRU\��,W
V�VRPHWKLQJ�

very postmodern, I think. They had all this very well sorted out in Tupperware, or little boxes, cata-
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logued with precise locations of the numeric grids they set out on the debris. They were looking for 

WKLQJV��GLJJLQJ�ZLWK� OLWWOH�SDLQW�EUXVKHV��$QG�VXUH� WKLQJ�� WKH\�VDLG�� �<HDK��ZH�KDYH�HYHU\WKLQJ� IURP�

ZKHUH�ZH�IRXQG�LW��([DFWO\���$QG�,�VDLG���6R�\RX�KDYH�WKH�GXVW�IURP�WKH�FDVH�ZKHUH�\RX�IRXQG�/X]LD��

WKH�HDUOLHVW�VNXOO�IRXQG�RQ�WKH�$PHULFDQ�FRQWLQHQW"��$QG�WKH\�VDLG���<HDK��ZH�KDYH�LW�IRU�\RX�µ�STEVE: 

+RZ�GLG�WKH\�NQRZ�WKRVH�ZHUH�WKH�DVKHV�RI�WKH�VNXOO" VIK: %HFDXVH�WKH�VNXOO�ZDV�SDUWLDOO\�GHVWUR\HG��

7KH\�IRXQG�WKH�PLVVLQJ�SLHFHV��6R��WKH\�JDYH�XV�OLNH�D�ELJ�7XSSHUZDUH�ZLWK�WKLV�VSHFLÀF�GXVW�IURP�WKH�

FDVH�RI�/X]LD��,�XVHG�LW�WR�GUDZ�WKH�VNXOO�IURP�ROGHU�SKRWRJUDSKV�XVLQJ�WKH�GXVW�IURP�WKH�VNXOO��3UHWW\�

VRRQ�,�ZDV�GUDZLQJ�DOO�WKH�WKLQJV�,�SHUVRQDOO\�PLVVHG�XVLQJ�WKH�DVKHV�IURP�WKRVH�SUHFLVH�REMHFWV��:H�

KDYH�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�WKH�ORFDO�XQLYHUVLWLHV�RQ�D�QXPEHU�RI�WHFKQLFDO�PDWWHUV�DQG�D�WHDP�IURP�38&�FDPH�

to the studio for an entirely unrelated matter and saw what we were doing and told us that they were 

GHYHORSLQJ�D�VLPLODU�SURMHFW���'�SULQWLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�DVKHV�IURP�&7�VFDQV�WKH\�KDG�KDG�SUHYLRXVO\�WDNHQ�

IURP�D�JUHDW�QXPEHU�RI�SLHFHV�LQ�WKH�FROOHFWLRQ��:H�VWDUWHG�ZRUNLQJ�WRJHWKHU�GHYHORSLQJ�WKH�REMHFWV�

IRU�WKH�H[KLELWLRQ��6R�IDU��ZH�KDYH�SULQWHG�/X]LD��WKH�&DW�0XPP\�DQG�D�VPDOO�(J\SWLDQ�ÀJXULQH��EXW�ZH�

DUH� ZRUNLQJ� RQ�PDNLQJ� ODUJHU� REMHFWV� VXFK� D� IXOO�VFDOH� GLQRVDXU� IRU� WKH� VKRZ� LQ� 5LR� QH[W�0DUFK��

STEVE: 5LJKW��DUH� WKHVH� WKH�ÀUVW� VFXOSWXUHV� WKDW� \RX
YH�PDGH" VIK: No, no. I started as a sculptor 

early, early in the mid-eighties. And it was actually when I photographed the sculptures for documenta-

WLRQ�DQG�IRU�WKH�SUHVV��WKDW�,�ÀJXUHG�RXW�WKHUH�ZDV�VRPHWKLQJ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�VFXOSWXUH�DQG�WKH�SKRWR-

JUDSK�WKDW�ZDV�UHDOO\�FRRO��6R��,�VWDUWHG�PDNLQJ�VFXOSWXUHV�MXVW�WR�EH�SKRWRJUDSKHG��DQG�WKDW
V�KRZ�P\�

work developed into this practice of making things and photographing them. I started with sculpture, 

VR�LW
V�VWLOO�P\�ZRUN��0\�ZRUN�RVFLOODWHV�EHWZHHQ�PDWHULDO�DQG�SLFWRULDO��,W·V�DOO�DERXW�WKLV�LGHD�RI�D�SUHV-

HQFH��,W
V�EHWZHHQ�PLQG�DQG�PDWWHU���$OZD\V��STEVE: So Vik, some of the images that you made you 

UHSOLFDWHG�IURP�DQ�DUFKLYDO�SKRWR��LV�WKDW�FRUUHFW" VIK: <HDK��<HDK��D�ORW�RI�WKHP�DUH�IURP�SLFWXUHV�IURP�

WKH�RULJLQDO�PXVHXP�FDWDORJ��7KH\�KDYH�D�\HOORZ�ERRN�WKDW�ZDV�PRUH�RI�D�VFKRODU
V�WRRO��EXW�ZLWK�UH-

ally, really great reproductions in it. So, more than half come from that. STEVE: :LWK�DOO�RI�WKRVH�RS-

WLRQV��KRZ�GLG�\RX�FKRRVH�ZKLFK�REMHFWV�WR�PHPRULDOL]H" VIK: I did it based on the personal connection 

WKDW�,�KDG�ZLWK�WKHP��2EYLRXVO\�WKH�ÀUVW�RQH�ZDV�/X]LD�EHFDXVH�LW�ZDV�WKH�PRVW�YDOXDEOH��KLVWRULFDO�

WKLQJ�LQ�WKH�PXVHXP��$QG�WKHQ�WKH�FDW�PXPP\�ZDV�WKH�PXVHXP�PDVFRW��:KHQ�,�WRRN�P\�NLGV�WKHUH��

WKDW·V�WKH�ÀUVW�WKLQJ�WKH\�ZDQWHG�WR�VHH��7KH\·G�VD\��´&DW�PXPP\�µ�STEVE: >/DXJKV@ VIK: It has a little 

ELW�RI�D�IDFH�WKDW
V�NLQG�RI�FXWH��STEVE: You once said "When the mind wanders entirely ignorant of 

WLPH��LOOXVLRQ�EHFRPHV�D�PHDQV�RI�FRQÀQHPHQW���,
P�IDVFLQDWHG�E\�ZKDW�\RX�PHDQ�E\�WKH�LOOXVLRQ�RI�

FRQÀQHPHQW� VIK: <HDK��ZHOO��ZH�KDYH�GHYHORSHG�WRROV�DV�DUWLVWV�IURP�WKH�1HROLWKLF�SHULRG��7RROV�WKDW�

ZHUH�GHYHORSHG�SUHFLVHO\�WR�PHGLDWH�EHWZHHQ�ZKDW
V�LQVLGH�RXU�KHDGV�DQG�ZKDW
V�RXWVLGH�RXU�ERGLHV��

%HWZHHQ�PLQG�DQG�PDWWHU��%HWZHHQ�FRQVFLRXVQHVV�DQG�SKHQRPHQRQ��:H
YH�GHYHORSHG� ODQJXDJH��

:H
YH� GHYHORSHG� VWRU\WHOOLQJ��:H
YH� GHYHORSHG�PHDQV� RI� YLVXDO� GHVFULSWLRQ��:KHQHYHU� VRPHERG\�

DVNHG�PH�DERXW�ZKDW�DUW�LV��LW�WRRN�PH�D�ORQJ�WLPH�WR�GHVFULEH�LW��%XW�D�IHZ�\HDUV�DJR��,�FDPH�XS�ZLWK�

a very simple and synthetic way to describe it: Art is the evolution of the interface between mind and 

PDWWHU�� ,W
V� YHU\� VLPSOH�DQG� LW
V� DERXW� EHOLHYLQJ��$QG� WKH�RQO\� SUREOHP�ZLWK� WKLV� GHÀQLWLRQ� LV� WKDW� LW�

serves for science and religion too. STEVE: 2I�FRXUVH��LOOXVLRQ�LV�RQH�FRPSRQHQW�RI�YLVXDO�FXOWXUH��$QG�

Vik Muniz, 3DOHROLWKLF�VNXOO��/X]LD�����������������\HDUV��0LQDV�*HUDLV��%UD]LO��0XVHXP�RI�$VKHV�������
)ROORZLQJ�VSUHDG��6HDVKHOO�IRVVLO��3DULV�%D\�����PLOOLRQ�\HDUV��0XVHXP�RI�$VKHV������
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DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��IDQWDV\�SURMHFWLRQ�LV�WKH�DEDQGRQPHQW�RI�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�JURXQGLQJ�QHHGHG�WR�VWD\�LQ�

the moment. VIK: ,I�\RX
YH�FRPH�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�LW��HYHU\�VLQJOH�VSHFLHV��DV�,
P�WDONLQJ�WR�\RX��,
P�VHHLQJ�

D�KXPPLQJELUG��ÁRZHUV�ULJKW�RXWVLGH�P\�ZLQGRZ��(YHU\�VLQJOH�WKLQJ�WKDW�LV�DOLYH��NQRZV�VRPHWKLQJ��,W�

KDV�VRPH�VSHFLÀF�NLQG�RI�NQRZOHGJH��,W�UHDFWV�WR�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW��,W�KDV�GRQH�WKLQJV�WKDW�PDNHV�LW�EH�

DOLYH�WRGD\��:H�DUH�QRW�GLIIHUHQW��ZH�HYROYHG�XQGHU�WKH�VDPH�FRQFHSW��EXW�ZH�GHYHORSHG�RQH�TXDOLW\�

WKDW�PDNHV�XV�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�DQ\�RWKHU�OLYLQJ�WKLQJ�RQ�HDUWK��:H�EHOLHYH��:H�KDYH�IDLWK��:H�FDQ�WKLQN�

VRPHWKLQJ�LV�DNLQ�WR�VWDQG�IRU�VRPHWKLQJ�HOVH��:H�DFFHSW�V\PEROLF�H[FKDQJHV�7KLV�FKDQJHV�HYHU\-

WKLQJ��(YHU\�VLQJOH�WKLQJ�WKDW�ZH
YH�GRQH�XS�WR�YHU\�UHFHQWO\��$OO�WKH�LPDJHV��WKH�VWRULHV��DOO�WKHVH�WRROV��

WKH\�ZHUH�GHSHQGHQW�RQ�PDWHULDO�VXSSRUW��,I�\RX�DVNHG�PH�ZKDW�LV�WKH�XOWLPDWH�WRRO�WKDW�ZH
YH�LQYHQW-

HG��,
P�JRLQJ�WR�EH�IRUFHG�WR�WHOO�\RX�LW
V�WKH�SKRWR�QHJDWLYH��%HFDXVH�WKH�SKRWR�QHJDWLYH�RU�WKH�ÀOP�

QHJDWLYH��LW�KDV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�LV�WDQJLEOH��\RX�FDQ�KROG�LW��,W�LV�D�SHUIHFW�WRRO�EHWZHHQ�ZKDW
V�LQVLGH�

\RXU�KHDG�DQG�ZKDW
V�RXWVLGH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��EHFDXVH�LW�KDV�WKH�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�WKDW�DUH�PDWHULDO��SK\VL-

FDO��\RX�FDQ�KROG�LW�LQ�\RXU�KDQG��%XW�DOVR��ZKHQ�\RX�ORRN�WKURXJK�LW��LW�VWLUV�HPRWLRQV�LQ�\RX��PHPRULHV��

However, the image has become autonomous in the digital era, it no longer needs a physical support 

WR�H[LVW��<RX�VHH��ZH
YH�GHYHORSHG�WKHVH�WRROV�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�VLWXDWLRQV�WKDW�KDYHQ
W�KDSSHQHG��RU�UHSOL-

FDWH�WKLQJV�WKDW�KDSSHQHG�LQ�WKH�SDVW��,W
V�DOO�DERXW�PRGHO�PDNLQJ��,W
V�DOO�DERXW�FUHDWLQJ�WKLQJV�WKDW�

KDYH�D�UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�WKLQJV�WKDW�H[LVW��EXW�DOO�\RX�KDYH�WR�GR�LV�LPDJLQH�WKHP��:KDW�ZDV�PDNH�EHOLHYH�

model making has become a surrogate for our physical environment. The image no longer needs a 

SK\VLFDO�VXSSRUW��7KH�VWRU\�QR�ORQJHU�QHHGV�D�SDSHU�WR�EH�ZULWWHQ�RQ��<RX�GRQ
W�KROG�ERRNV�DQ\PRUH��

<RX�FDQ�OLVWHQ�WR�WKHP�RU�\RX�FDQ�MXVW�VHH�WKHP�LQ�\RXU�SKRQH��7KDW�LV�WKH�QHZ�LQIRUPDWLRQ��7KH�ZRUOG�

GRHVQ
W�FRPH�WKURXJK�WR�\RX�E\�SK\VLFDO�PHDQV�DQG�WKDW�FKDQJHV�RXU�UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�WKLQJV��IDFWV�DQG�

XOWLPDWHO\�WR�KLVWRU\��)LIWHHQ�\HDUV�DJR��,�ZDV�WHDFKLQJ�P\�VWXGHQWV�DW�%DUG�DERXW�3KRWRVKRS��,�ZDV�

WRWDOO\�FRQYLQFHG�WKDW�VRPHWKLQJ�DV�VLPSOH�DV�3KRWRVKRS�ZRXOG�KDYH�DQ�HQRUPRXV�DPRXQW�RI�LPSDFW�

LQ�WKH�ZD\�ZH�XQGHUVWDQG�UHDOLW\��3K\VLFDO�UHDOLW\�RIIHUV�OLPLWV�IRU�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�ZKLOH�LPDJH�PDQLSXOD-

WLRQ�FDQ�WUDQVIRUP�DQG�GLVWRUW�UHDOLW\�LQGHÀQLWHO\�2XU�PDLQ�SUREOHP�DV�ZH�VWUXJJOH�WR�DGDSW�WR�WKHVH�

fast-changing technologies is that we have lost our means of connecting the psychic to the material 

and that has caused a seemingly unsurmountable chasm between what we feel and what we think.  

1HYHU�LQ�RXU�KLVWRU\�ZH�QHHGHG�VR�PXFK�WR�UH�HYDOXDWH�RXU�UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�RXU�PDWHULDO�FXOWXUH��:KHQ�

you go to museums, you see evidence, physical evidence of things that happened. And once this thing 

JRHV�XS�LQ�WKH�DLU�LQ�ÁDPHV��LW�EHFRPHV�PHPRU\��,W�EHFRPHV�MXVW�PHGLD��,W�EHFRPHV�SLFWXUHV��,W�EH-

comes part of everything else that you have today, everything that is existing, but only inside our 

heads. STEVE: 7KHUH�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�EDVLF�DQG�PDWHULDOO\�UHDO�DQG�WRXFKLQJ��DFWXDOO\��DERXW�\RXU�GRFX-

PHQWLQJ�\RXU�H[SHULHQFH�RI�WKH�ÀUH��)LUH�LV�DOVR�RQ�WKH�PLQG�RI�WKH�HQWLUH�ZRUOG�DV�ZH�FROOHFWLYHO\�ZDWFK�

WKH�EXUQLQJ�RI�WKH�$PD]RQ��WKH�OXQJV�RI�RXU�SODQHW��:DV�WKLV�SDUDOOHO�WR�\RXU�WKRXJKWV�ZKLOH�PDNLQJ�WKLV�

ZRUN" VIK: 6R�PDQ\�PDMRU� ÀUHV�KDYH�KDSSHQHG� LQ�P\� OLIH���,� UHPHPEHU� WKH�7ZLQ�7RZHUV�� QRZ�\HV�

WKHUH
V�WKH�ELJ�RQH�LQ�WKH�$PD]RQ��,�ZDV�MXVW�WKHUH��DFWXDOO\��,�ZDV�WKHUH�GXULQJ�WKH�ÀUHV��,�ZHQW�LQ�D�

VPDOO�DLUSODQH�IRU�WZR�KRXUV��+RZ�ZH�VDZ�WKH�VPRNH�ZDV�FUD]\��,
YH�QHYHU�VHHQ�WKDW�DQG�,
YH�EHHQ�

WKHUH�PDQ\�WLPHV���)LUH�FRQVXPHV�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�\RX�FDQ�QHYHU�TXLWH�UHFRQVWUXFW��)LUH�KDV�WKDW�NLQG�RI�

Vik Muniz, Opposite:�6DUFRSKDJXV�RI�6KD�DPXQ�HQ�VX������%�&���0XVHXP�RI�$VKHV��������)ROORZLQJ�VSUHDG��7LWDQRVVDXUR��0XVHXP�RI�$VKHV��������
)ROORZLQJ�VSUHDG��/HIW��&UDWHUD�HP�FDOLFH��,WDOLRWD��0XVHXP�RI�$VKHV��������5LJKW��0DUDMRDUD�9DVH�����������$�'���1RUWKHUQ�%UD]LO��0XVHXP�RI�$VKHV, 

������)ROORZLQJ�VSUHDG��0XVHX�1DFLRQDO��0XVHXP�RI�$VKHV�������
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