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“Self-Portrait Vanitas” #27, Steve Miller, 1998
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Steve Miller's self-portraits employ digital
technology to rework the Baroque theme of
vanitas. Baroque vanitas paintings used skulls,
hourglasses, and wilting flowers to examine the
fleeting nature of human existance. Miller’s art
work scans or x-rays seventeenth- and
eighteenth-century vanitas images and
combines them with representations of, for
example, his blood or DNA. Since the latter
elements are derived from photographs taken
through an electron microscope, his pictures
make the baroque theme of vanitas
contemporary by shifting the focus of
exploration from external objects to the
ephemeral quality of the artist’s inner self.
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